
The children of aoa, Oklahoma recently presented tim holt 
with a shetland pony", to train and take with him on mis tour. 







NOW AS TIM VISITS CRIPPLED CHILDREN'S HOSP- 
ITALS ALL OVER THE NATION, THE PON* NAMED 
"WHISPER OF ADA" WILL TROT ALONG WITH HIM. 
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Europe hap rra • man- m^mE-ifta* mask" 

WHOSE "CE WAS NEVER SEEN. AMP THE AMERICAN 
SOUTHWEST WA5 TO KNOW ITS OWN MAN 'N A 

METAL MASK, TOO WITH THE COMINS OP THIS 

MYSTEROuS OUTLAW WHO ROBBEP ANP KILLBP 
WITH ARROGANT BOL.DNISS... 

Whe* T//M HOLT AS PEPUTV SHERIFF OP THE 

TOWN O" 5 OULt-ET, STtPPEP IN TO TRACK HIM POWN 
Tim RAN HIS OWN NECK INTO A HANGMAN'S 

noose: then— ww could /&om*$KQo TD SAVS 

HIViSELS FROM JHf HANTS C* — 

"THE IRON MASK!" 
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HC GALLOPIP POWH OH THE 
UNION PAClfIC TRA.1H AS IT 
ChuGflEP UP HORWSHOE I 



WffH A PA«ING LEAP. HE WfNT Off HIS HQgSE ANP INT3 THE WS3A« CAW— 



THEM'S A BO* WITH 

FTy THOUSAND COLLARS 

-HIS CAR. I WANT 




ME COMES \ 
A*P GOBS — 
ANP- HOBOP> 
6EES HIS 

face i we're 
u«ep; / 


I WOULPN'T 5AV 
THAT. SHER'PF. 
MATTEU OF FACT 
I / KNOW WHERE 
THIS IHOF> MAS* 


1n r 




H 

IM ' sis 



TIM HOLT 



for gays, tim r|p»s arounp the 
couvtrysipe. finally mis 
search narrows to a small 
ranch beneath ™e overhanging 
MAJESTY O^ THE RIPSAW cliffs — 
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'OH SEVERAL PAYS, TIM HOLT TTTIK 
TO FORGET THE PUZZLING CA&E OF 
THE IffOM MASK IN CHOBE5 AT 
THE T-BAR-H RANCH- 



MIS ATE>mON DISTWACTfP BY THE 
SHERIFF, TIM IS FLUNG SOEAXYS By 
THE SUNHSHING BPONC1 
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( I OW.V CHEASED 
| YOU! YOUHi JU5T 

KNOCKBP OUT. I 
.> TOLD YOU I'D 
-J MANO YOU-AND 

f THAT'S JUST 
1 WHAT I'M 
V GOING TO PO! 


i f ///^Kk 
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W6AMWHILE — SHORT MOMENTS AFTfll 
ME MAS SEEM VANKED FROM H.& 
*SADPLi — TIM FREES MIS WRISTS ANP 
LIFTS A HANP TO THE ROPE ABOVE 
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\ MAPPENEP WILDCAT, REPMASK LEAPS 



WIS PIST SINKS PEEP INTO «0N WAStC'S STOMACH! 
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UKE A ArtAPPf NEP FWNTHEff, r#<? 
C/?/,MSCW CAVALIER THROWS HIM- 
SELF AGAINST TVE OUTLAW/ BANC 
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/ THAT'S ALL! 
1 ANY BANNV THAT 
> GOES FOR HIS 

£w GUNS '5 ASK- 

\ 1 ING FOR A 
1 I ONE-WAV T«IF» 
IV. TO BOOT-HILL! 
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AMD THEN -LOUD ANP CLEAR IN 
THE DRV AiR— A WINCHESTJW 
BlPLE CRACKS 4W 49KM14S* 
PROPS — ^- 
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| A MOMENT LATER- | ^i SHOT VOU, H 


OMBRE! 
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LOOKS L'KE WE OOT 
OUR TRAILS CROS5EP.' 
I'M AFTER THOSE 
BANPITS myself; 
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f EVER SINCE (fcUL. CAL.VEBT— THE FBSNCh 
PETKTlYE FRtW THE SURBTE-PlSP *NP 
L6FT WE HI5 NEW-FANOLEP C&WE LABORAT- 
ORY rv£ CARRIES SOMC OF TMES* TK1CKS 
i\ THIS SPECIALLY PBEWHfiO BSLT. THIS 
SWALL, POWERFUL WAONET OUfiWT TO COWE 








• TMf MAGNET WILL 
^■k CATCH TUB TUMftLfRS 
^^■Lt IN IT'S PIBLO ANT 

^3c turm them 

■■C UNLOCKING THE CELL 
J^_ POOR... 
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Y.&WN& STSADlLV ACOOSS THE MOOw-PWEHjCHef 
5AGS FLATS, tt£P,MASK FOLLOWS THE TRAIL OF THE 

BANC... , , ■ s T^ 

' THEY MJST K*ve 
CrGUKEP TWEY WBRE 

safe Enough— they J 
PlWT BOTHER TO / 

"VBR THS,R 

TRACKS! 
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LEW THAN AN HOUR LATS*, 
IN TUB OUTLAWS TOCK 
HipBOUT, that sits like a 
STONE IH A SE* OF ftANO.. 
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ONCI *>0AIM THE SlffL SHgdlFF 
OF SILVER CKSEk pyu* TRM30E" 

amp cm:e ASAifj »ecjv.*SK obgou 
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WO 7J£ - i3/AiSr*Wi?«'OM wis 
UOnB-V VK3IL UEAES 
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tmebe N»«— rrs 

BEWT &KJD FASTENER 

c/?vae~. but better 

TO9ESCWED0Y*- 
ROUGH COTA.BMJLT 
THANTD DROWN IN 
THE RASlMG FLOOD-/ 




PHE NEXT MORNING, TMFGHOSTf&P&t 
VISITS THE STAi&e COACH OFFICE — 
AS BEX FURY. FEDERAL MARSHAL.. 



•HB VCHT KEEP 

amy uots, Rj«y- 

BUTTMEPRIVEBt 

OUT IN BACK. 

HE CAN 
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^B? Z VJAMT 

J r YOUR ' 
7 I past.' / 




T AM SWAM 
JOSEPH. YOU 
V-ANTMETO 
READ->tXJR, 
FUTURE...? 
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"FtJRy SOT5 HIMSELF... JUSTTUENA.6USTOF 
WWD THROUGH THE OPEN WNCXJN BLON6 
SOME PAPERS OFF TUE TABLE . FUlfy BENDS 
DCWNPCiRTUEM, AMP — 

^ 
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Amoze your friends 

with this weird scarf 

that becomes a real 

Ghost Rider mask 
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A jet-black tat/aa i 
star/., wirt the name tl 
JHl GHOST glDCR homered 
M h...and a SPOOKY 
white mask that btttmei a 
OHOU WW ilttlll when 
the mash is tied on...! 



MAIL 
'COUPON 
ANP 

.to: 






TIM HOLT. 

The Plains Indian: 




THE COMANCHES were the Cossacks 
of the Plains. They were fighters. They 
looked with scorn on the Indians who 
Farmed, who lived in one spot (or more 
than a few months. Not for the ntmenim, 
as they called themselves, were the hoe and 
tM hut ! Instead, the grassy Plains was their 
floor. Ihe blue howl of sky their roof, the 
vast herds of buffalo their unending source 
of food! 

The horse and Ihe Comanche went together 
as naturally as fish and swimming. 
Mounted on their pinto or piebald ponies, 
they were the finest horsement of the entire 
world. Not even the Russian Cossacks. 
or the Uhlans of Imperial Germany, could 
match their feats of athletic daring. More 
than one military expert has called them 
the "finest natural cavalry" ever assembled. 

From the earliest age. the Comanche 
youths were taught to ride. They sould 
hang over the side of a galloping mount so 
that an enemy on the opposite side could 
see nothing— not even the mocassincd foot 
that clung by some magnetic force to the 
bouncing rump, nor the hand twisted in the 
pony's long mane!, 

Before the coming of the horse, the Co- 
manche had ranged the rivers and the 
wooded mountain areas bordering the plains. 
A branch of the Shoshonean stock, like the 
Bannocks, Utes and Shoshoni, they were 
powerful and muscular, but somewhat un- 
graceful on their feet. In 1714 the Comanche 
acquired the horse— and the change was 
drastic! Instead of being awkward, they be- 
came pictures of grace. It was almost as if 
the Comanche were made to sit a horse's 
back, so impressive was the difference. 

It is not so strange, then, considering the 
great role the horse played in the Comanche 
culture, that the Comanches owned the big- 
gest horse herds of all the Plains Indians. 
Close to Mexico, they swooped across the 
Rio Grande on horse-stealing raids, bring- 
ing back with them fleet Spanish steeds 
descended from Arabian stock. And when 
roving bands of Comanche warriors sighted 
a wild horse herd, out came their maguey 
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ivere no great game- 
players, as were others of the Plains Indian 
tribes, they did excel in feats of horseman- 
ship and in horse-racing. Almost childlike 
in their boastfulness and delight in these 
arts, the Comanche often gambled heavily 
on the outcome of races among themselves. 
Naturally, they lost horses in war and in 
accidents, but there were always plenty to 
draw from, It has been estimated that some 
Comanches owned as many as two hundred! 
The Crow Indian is usually credited with 
being the world's best horse-thief— but the 
redmen themselves shake their heads and 

Supplementing their horse was their short 
ash bow, an ideal weapon for use on the back 
of a flying pony In their fringed quivers 
were one hundred slender arrows : some 
bone-tipped, some set with thin steel slivers. 
It is small wonder, then, that the Comanche 
was so feared in battle. Dashing in, red 

throats quivering with the war-whoop, short 
bows twanging, sending thin needles of 
death through the hot Texas sunlight, drop- 
ping to the far side of their galloping ponies 
so as to present no target to the enemy, the 
nimenin rode witli thins high, masters of 
their grassy plains. 

The Comanche dwelt south of the Wichita 
Mountains, along the Red River and its 
tributaries, often ranging west and south 
ward into Mexico. They selected camp sites 
by flowing water (rivers), bul on their war 
or hunting parties, often traveled "dry". 
knowing with that sense of the true nomad. 
the locations of waterholes and rock sinks 
fed by deep springs. 

A true Plains Indian tribe, the Coman- 
che's culture was much the same as that of 
the other Plains Indians. In war they used 
the bow and arrow, the stone-hammer and 
pipe-axe, the round buffalo shield! They 
rarely wore the jackets of buckskin that the 
northern tribes used, hut contended them- 
selves with hip-high leggins fronted and 
backed by buckskin flaps. 

The Comanche used the tepee, the uni- 
versal dwelling of the Plains Indian, and 
decorated it, as did the others, with ornate 
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representations of his deeds in black and 
red and yellow pigments. By trading with 
the Navaio and Apache, the Comanche 
bought silver ornaments and belt buckles. 
and richly painted blankets. The Comanche 
stock-in-trade? Horses ! 

Although friendly to the Navajo and the 
Kiowns, the Comanche hated the Apaches 
with a fierce and deadly hatred A young 
warrior would rather fight an Apache than 
cat buffalo steak. With the Kiowas. however, 
the Comanche had something of an un- 
written alliance. They were friends, an un- 
usual state of affairs between such warring 
tribes as the Comanche and Kiowa. 

Four main branches dominated the Co- 
manche family. There were the quohada. 
the yappaiika (root eaters), the noyika 
(antelopes), and the kotchalekas (buffalo 
eaters). Tribal organization was loose, al- 
most non-existent. The various bands of 
Comanches roamed from the Arkansas River 
south into Mexico much as they willed. 
There was no sun dance to bring them to- 
gether; for some reason I he mWm'iu never 
adopted this otherwise almost universal 
plains Indian custom. 

The Comanche considered Quana Parker, 
son of a white girl (Cynthia Ann Parker), 
and Pahawka, a Comanche war chief, as 
their greatest warrior. It was Quana who led 
the attack on 'Dobc Walls in 1874, and who 
rode in President Theodore Rooselvelt's 
inaugural parade in Washington, D. C He 
did much good for his people after be had 
agreed la take up "the white man's way." 
Essentially, the Comanche was a fighting 
man. Not for him the tilled gardens of the 
Wichitas and CaddoeB. He grew no vege- 
tables! He ate buffalo steaks, and stole fast 
horses, and shot a short, powerful bow. Since 
the early coming of the Spanish from 
Mexico, and the French from Louisiana, 
the Comanche fought the white man, as one 
more enemy to he added to the long list of 
Indian tribes. 

Occasionally, the Comanche would trade 
with the whites, exchanging buffalo robes 
for horses, rifles and gunpowder. At a very 
early date, he was a power on the Plains. 
He fought the Spaniards and he fought the 
French, and since the Comanches stood at 
the top of the list when it came to cavalry 
(and what other form of army was effective 
on the vast plains?) he always- won. At a 
natter of strict fact, no one ever truly con- 
quered the Comanches. Whfn Quana Parker 
brought them in to walk the road of peace 
with the white man. It was not a surrender. 
It was an agreement to stop fighting and 
to go live on a reservation; in other words, 
a peace treaty. Bui— not surrender! 

In Taos. New Mexico, a great fair was 
held by the Spanish, every year. To Taos 



came the Comanche tribes, in paint and 
blankets, heavy with buffalo hides and 
captives, and their herds of horses threw 
the dust skyward. With trading, the Co- 
manche grew rich. It was an ideal life for 
an Indian— stealing horses, fighting to cap- 
ture white men and sell them later to the 
other while men for ransom, hunting for 
buffalo and then trading the buffalo hides 
for rifles and gunpowder. And since the 
Comanche liked fighting bo much, other 
tribes cast envious eyes at their riches, but 
left their bows hanging in their bow-cases, 
.unstrung. 

However, when the Americans moved 
westward, all this changed. Now the Co- 
manche ran head-on into a tough breed of 
fighting men who were known as the Texas 
Rangers? The invention of the Colt revolver 
gave the Rangers a weapon that was to build 
its first reputation fighting these same Co- 
manches in Texas. Soon the Rangers made 
the Comanche look with renewed respect on 
the white man as a fighter. It was the be- 
ginning of the end of the wild, free life 
for the nimenim 

.A great portion of the Comanches* strength 
in war rested, as has been said, on their 
astounding horsemanship. There was one 
tiding feat that gave them a reputation for 
invincibleness, however, that must be men- 
tioned. Two riders would gallop their horses 
at full speed, racing down on a prone Indian 
(in actual warfare, the prone Indian is a 
dead' Indian, or one badly wounded. At 
exactly the same moment, they would bend 
from the saddle of buffalo hide and each 
grasp an arm and a leg of ihe prone warrior. 
In such fashion they would carry him off, 
either to safety and recovery, or to burial. 
Naturally, their enemies, when scanning the 
battlefields, found few Comanches either 
dead or wounded. They began to suspect 
the Comanches of never getting hurt, which 
in turn resulted in their fearfully scanning 
the horizons continually for sight of a line 
of racing, whooping Comanches bent on 
fight and glory. 

Sometimes their enemies turned to the 
white man for help, as the Apaches did. 
back in 17S7. The Spanish gladly agreed to 
build a fort to protect their Apache friends. 
But their strategy backfired. The Comanches, 
stung to anger by iliis double-dealing on 
the pait of the Apache, rode in force, and 
on a late vlsMt night ia 175B, smashed the 
Apaches and Spanish so thoroughly that 
they never forgot it. And bo the Comanche 
continued as king of the plains — until the 
coming of the Americans. 

Today, the Comanches live in Oklahoma 
on the Kiowa reservation. They number 
around 2000. 

THE END 
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T«E CARPS FDRETOLOThE PEATH5 OP THE 
TmSES KENNEPV BROTHERS, ALL OF THE*! 
BAN01TS AMP KILLERS- 0UT RB&MA SK 
INTENPEC TO CAPTURE . HOT K/lt. ThEAI .' AC 
HE TOOK UP THEIR TRAIL, HOWEVER HE FOLJNP 
HlsrtSei_F FIGHTING FATE IN A CRlW' ATTEMPT 
TO KEEP THE BADHATg OUT OF THE 



"THREE GRAVES 
in BOOT HILL!" 



HOWPC, POLKS 1 PIGQlN' 

GRAVES IS A PLUMB 

HOT JOS- S'POSK I 

. KNOCK OFF FOR A 

MITE, ANPTELL VUH 

'BOUT THREE GRAVES 

PUO T'OTHER PAV, 
AftlO HOW THEV GOT 
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' TnET WAS HOW I GOT m CL 
I'P PlGTWVT AFTEKNOOW. ThE 

TO 'At on TIME, thanks to 


ent for the grave 
train BRou&ht him 
RECMASK! " 


J-^V, Yi££^k^.¥ BILL, LOOK5 LIKE 

X "(J Ijf^x^ ^V — mistake; 
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THEM GRAVES AIN'T 
FER 7A**l/™ Ey ' 6 
FOR THE THK££ 
OOVS THAT GOT 
>tW4*K' CARPS SAY 
VCU'SE GOING TO 
##£• THEM ALL? 
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\VY BWB9NE WAS OX? AS A CtAP 
FI5M. THAT OUTLAW A1AKCHEC 
REWAASK A.N' ME «P WTO THE HILLS. ,i 
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HEFViASK — HERE it J TIE CAWP5 5AV THIS KENNEP> . 
COMES 1 t— ill HO.M0RE IS GOiWG To PiE 
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WHAT YKH RUNMN' FOR,ft&MAtK 
STAMP STIULI OR POES THE 
JHW OF. P¥)N' SOX* VUM ? 
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■H0U»5 LATER, RECVWASK WALKEP INTO A HUNTER'S CABiN. HE PrP 
NOT SEfi EP KBtlNEPT 5TANP1NS BV TH» AOOPPILt . . . * 
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"ON THE MORNING OF THE RXIR7H 
OUT, SECWASK CAME DP ON THE 
FA« SlPG CF A LITTLE CAWPIgE 
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